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IB. a paper delivered by Sir Henry Herbert to
Lord Clarendon and the Lord Chamberlain, July 11,
1662, which will be found in a subsequent page, he
states the emolument which Mr. Thomas KiUigrew
then derived (from his two shares and three quarters,)
at 191. 6s. Od. per wreek; according to which state-
ment each share in the king's company produced but
two hundred and ten pounds ten shillings a year. In
Sir William D'Avenant's company, from the time

pany, contrary to his said agreement, his promise, and all grati-
tude, to the great prejudice and almost undoing of the company,
they being the only poets remaining to us. Mr. Crowne, being
under the like agreement with the duke's house, writt a play
called The Destruction of Jerusalem, and being forced by their
refusall of it, to bring it to us, the said company compelled us,,
after the studying of it, and a vast expence in scenes and cloaths,
to buy off their clayme, by paying all the pension he had received
from them, amounting to one hundred and twelve pounds paid
by the king's company, besides near forty pounds he the said Mr.
Crowne paid out of his owne pocket.

" These things considered, if notwithstanding Mr. Dryden's
said agreement, promise, and moneys freely givan him for his
said last new play, and the many titles we have to his writings,
this play be judged away from us, we must submit.

* CHARLES KILLIGREW.
(Signed)                * CHARLES HART.

4 RICH. BURT.

' CARDELL GOODMAN.

' MlC. MoHUN."

It has been thought very extraordinary that Dryden should
enter into a contract to produce three new plays every year; and
undoubtedly that any poet should formally stipulate that his ge-
nius should be thus productive, is extraordinary. But the exer-
tion itself was in the last age not uncommon. In ten years,
from the death of Beaumont in 1615 to the year 1625, I.have
good reason to believe that Fletcher produced near thirty plays.
Massinger between 1628 and 1638 brought out nearly the same
number; and Shirley in fifteen years furnished various theatres
with forty plays. Thomas Heywood was still more prolifick.

[It appears moreover from the paper itself, quoted above, that
Dryden did not perform this contract, and Mr. Malone, in his
Life of that poet, p. 77, informs us, that in seven years he had
written only ten plays; and in sixteen years no more than eigh-
teen. BOSWELL.] "
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